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Neo-Confucian “Zhongxin” Under the Theory of Image Schema

LU Jin'?

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance, Shanghai 201209, China;
2. School of Foreign Studies, Kashi University, Kashi 844006, China)

Abstract: In Neo-Confucianism, the concept zhongxin is composed of zhong (loyalty) and xin (faithful-

ness ) , the relation of which can be seen in seven image schemas: “container schema” showing the inside and

outside relation, “surface image schema” concealing the essence, “path schema” following righteousness

without deviating from the course, “center-periphery schema” and “near-far schema” reflecting the mental

space, “full-empty schema” utterly exhausting oneself, “cycle schema” being faithful to possess morality.
These image schemas reflect the dynamic and static relation between zhongxin’s focus and its background. The
body-function relation between zhong and xin is predetermined, and mental image schema provides the back-
ground frame. The meaning of zhongxin should be understood in light of internal and external cycle schema in
being faithful to be moral and refining one’s words to be honest. Path schema is fundamental. These schemata
are metaphoric. Inside the heart of zhongxin, the focus is zhong; outside the heart of zhongxin, the focus is
xin. Zhong determines xin and xin is the explicitness of zhong. Cheng ( genuineness) is the highest level of
zhongxin and there exists the process of being moral and refining one’s words for a successful career and life.

Key words: zhongxin; image schema; metaphor; focus and background

(REHE T &)

.29 .



