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Concept Evolution and Historical Formation
of The Spring and Autumn Annals in the Pre-Qin Period

ZHANG Junya

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Pre-Qin’s The Spring and Autumn Annals contains three concepts, that is, the one about many
states’ history, the one modified by Confucius, and Zuo Spring and Autumn Annals. They are sometimes con-
fused. Zuo Zhuan was widely spread in the Warring States Period, and its incidents and meaning were exten-
sively quoted, and it was often known as The Spring and Autumn Annals. In the hundreds of years after Confu-
cius, under the dictation and writing of his disciples, Confucius’ Spring and Autumn Annals was gradually
highlighted, but it was sometimes mixed with Zuo Zhuan.

Key words: the Pre-Qin Period; “

Spring and Autumn” ; The Spring and Autumn Classic; Three Works of

Spring and Autumn; Zhuzi prose; historical prose

(=EHE T &)

.28 .



