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Collection and Abolition of
“Taxes on Imported Products” in Guangdong Province
Between 1920s and 1940s

LI Shijian

(College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510630, China)

Abstract: Under the background of frequent wars and political instability between the 1920s and the
1940s, in order to solve financial difficulties and protect Chinese goods, Guangdong government levied vari-
ous taxes on imported goods in addition to tariffs, which were combined into special taxes on imported goods
during the period of comprehensive Anti-Japanese War. The measure played an important role in solving
Guangdong government’s financial problems, but aroused the dissatisfaction of many businessmen and citi-
zens, and led to smuggling and tax avoidance, which also reflected the contradiction between the central
government and Guangdong government. Because of the situation change of Anti-Japanese War, special ta-
xes on imported goods were abolished in 1942.

Key words: between 1920s and 1940s; Guangdong Province; financial difficulties; protection of Chi-

nese goods; tax on imported products; tax avoidance
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