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Wang Guowei’s Cultural Trauma and
Its Discourse Representation in Philosophy and Poetics

LI Yanfeng

(School of Literature, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract; By analysis of the tragedy of Wang Guowei’s self-sinking from the perspective of cultural
trauma theory, it is found that the reasons for Wang Guowei’s committing suicide are the extremely compli-
cated cultural factors, not temporary situation. Wang Guowei has melancholic and pessimistic nature, onto-
logical consciousness of worrying about life, practical ethics of caring about the world, and his unlucky real
life experience with pain, etc. , which causes his life structure to be continuously injected with traumatic ele-
ments of spirit and emotion. Meeting the change age of intersection of ancient and modern time, Chinese and
Western culture, Wang Guowei has experienced great cultural pain caused by cultural conflicts and rifts, his
cultural subject consciousness has suffered from the irreconcilable tearing, and his fixation on traditional cul-
ture has finally resulted in the tragic cultural fate. In an era of fast change, the identity crisis brought about
by cultural conflicts and rifts makes him feel helpless, and then proves his ambition and personality to the
world with death.

Key words: Wang Guowei; cultural trauma; philosophy; poetics; discourse representation
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