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Paul Kranz’s Life Experience and Confucianism Research

HU Ruiqin

(School of Teacher Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; Paul Kranz was not only a missionary of German Weimar Mission, but also a scholar of Confu-

cianism, believing that Christianity and Confucianism could be mutually blended, and that Confucius and Je-

sus could be friends. He also invented a new way of translating “The Four Books” of traditional Chinese Con-

fucian classics from writings in classical Chinese to “Mandarin Language” ( “writings in vernacular” ) , which

pioneered the transformation of Chinese classics from writings in classical Chinese to writings in vernacular.

Key words: Paul Kranz; missionary; Confucius; Confucianism research
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