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A Cognitive Study of the Non-prototypicalization
of “Bei XX” Constructions

Fu Yan', LU Ping’

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China;
2. Ninghai Junior Middle School, Yantai 264199, China)

Abstract: “Bei XX” construction is a non-prototypical member of passive constructions, which can be

divided into the following three types according to the formal difference of XX: “bei+N”, “bei+Vi”, and

“bei+A”. Through analyzing the aforementioned three constructions from the perspective of the prototype theo-

ry, we can find the subcategorization of its subject from patient to theme, its predicate from transitive verb to

property verb, and “bei” from “suffering” to “forcing”, “identifying, or “replacing”.

It comes into being

via metaphorical links to express the dissatisfied, denying and ridiculous attitude to XX events.

Key words: “bei XX” construction; non-prototype; subject and predicate ; metaphorical link
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