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On Shao Yong’s Life-death Transcendence and Value Pursuit

FENG Longyu

( Philosophy Department, Biquan Academy, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract; On his deathbed, Shao Yong had three conversations about death with his friends Sima
Guang, Zhang Zai and Cheng Yi, which showed an attitude of life-death transcendence, but it failed to gain
the recognition of Zhang and Cheng. Shao Yong believed that all things in heaven and earth were doomed to
die, and realized the principle that the human’ s life and death was one. Therefore, he showed a free and easy
manner of “banter” at the end of his life. The reason why Shao Yong’s state of transcendence of life and death
was not recognized by Zhang and Cheng was that the former did not realize the responsibility and undertaking
of the Confucian when he was “alive”. Therefore, although he was not tired when he died, it was not suitable
for the Confucian.

Key words: Confucians in the Song Dynasty; attitude of life and death; observing things; transcendence
of life and death; life value
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