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Research into the Narrative Space Form of Agricultural Sacrifice Songs
in The Book of Songs

LU Shuming

(School of Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004, China)

Abstract: As an effective means of intervening in the text’ s narrative process, space has been applied in
the agricultural sacrifice songs of The Book of Songs. Depending on the movement of agricultural sacrifice cere-
mony in the actual situation, the songs record and reconstruct a series of discernible and perceptible literary
space such as geographic and spiritual space by examining the events related to the meaning of agricultural
sacrifice ceremony. The narrative space then comes into being. As a result, the narrative space forms of the
agricultural sacrifice songs can be divided into the following ones: primitive rough space shown in the customs
of Bin, closed and solemn space controlled by sacrificial ceremony, open and broadly scattered space of outer
narrative quality involvement, and micro-spiritual space of personal emotional catharsis, etc. We can then dis-
cover the functions of marking, stacking, suspension and continuation of space promoting the development
process of events. The emergence of various narrative space forms in the agricultural sacrifice songs shows that
the position of space factor can not be ignored in the early poetic art generation, which is beneficial to promo-
ting the inheritance and evolution of narrative quality of Chinese classical poetry.

Key words: The Book of Songs; agricultural sacrifice song; narrative space; sacrificial ceremony; form

feature
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