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Abstract Art’s Meaning Generation and Interpretation Paradigm :
Centered on Shapiro’s Abstract Art Theory

XU Yijing' , HUANG Jigang’

(1. School of Literature, Fuyang Normal University, Fuyang 236037, China;
2. School of Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract; Meyer Shapiro is a legend in American art history, and his views on abstract art are inspiring.
He discusses the meaning generation of abstract art from such aspects as reasons for abstract art, its relation-
ship with reproducible art and the value of abstract art, and puts forward his own judgment criteria for the in-
terpretation of abstract art. In Shapiro’s view, abstract art has human nature, its form itself contains a certain
order, and its form embodies the artist’s personal ideal and a certain universal value. Abstract art is not mean-
ingless, and its connotation is much richer than we have thought.

Key words: abstract art; Shapiro; meaning generation; interpretation paradigm
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