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Exegesis Content, Characteristics and Research Value
in Hao Yixing’s Haicuo

ZHANG Yinghui

(School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; Hao Yixing’s Haicuo is only a book about marine organisms of ancient Shandong, and a parti-
cular book about the names and descriptions that reflects his thoughts and characteristics of exegesis. The book
preserves some important data about ancient marine organisms, which can be used for verifying aquatic re-
sources in ancient Bohai Sea and Huanghai Sea. The book includes the exegesis content, such as description
of marine products, discrimination of names and descriptions, examination of sources of things, and refutation
of fallacy, which shows some characteristics of attaching importance to verification by eye, quoting rich books,
being good at using the method of searching for meaning and sources by sound, using delicate and figurative
language, etc. It has very important research value in philology, linguistics and lexicography. Of course,
there exist such shortcomings as improper classification, fewer recorded marine products, exaggerative descrip-
tion in some places, things verified by eye being confined in one place.

Key words: Haicuo; exegesis; characteristic; value
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