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Research Review of Sea Power Problems in the Late Qing Dynasty Since the 1990s

LI Qianghua

(College of Marine Culture and Law, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract: Since the 1990s, the academic circles’ study on the problems of sea power in the late Qing Dy-
nasty has focused on the evolution process, constraint elements, impact on the success and failure of coastal
defense, and sea power thoughts and practices of typical figures. While some achievements have been made,
there are still some shortcomings, such as vague topics, excessively westernized research standards, single re-
search method and insufficient concern for the reality. In the future, the study on the problems of sea power in
the late Qing Dynasty should pay attention to the application of interdisciplinary crossover research methods,
reconstruct the evolution process of sea power strategy in the late Qing Dynasty in the context of “Four Trans-
formations” , focus on the discussion of core topics with the analysis method of “process—event” , and explore
deeply the enlightening significance of success and failure of sea power strategy in the late Qing Dynasty for the
future development of sea power in China.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; sea power; 1990s; review
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