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Ji Ben’s Interpretation of “Hetu” and “Luoshu”

MAO Hengyu

(School of Politics and Public Management, Qufu Normal University, Rizhao 276800, China)

Abstract: While analyzing “Hetu” and “Luoshu” in the nine pictures of the beginning volume of Origi-
nal Connotations of the Book of Changes, Ji Ben opposes Zhu Xi’s and Cai Yuanding’s dichotomy of “Heluo”
that Fu Hsi paints divinatory symbols according to “Hetu” and Dayu makes nine rules according to “Luoshu”.
He thinks that “Hetu” and “Luoshu” are the things that Fu Hsi uses to teach people to practise divination,
and the sage mentioned in Xici only refers to Fu Hsi and has nothing to do with Dayu. Then he has the same o-
pinion with Liu Mu that “Heluo” appears in the time of Fu Hsi from the perspective of shape and number. Ji
Ben believes that “Hetu” and “Luoshu” are the “shapes” that can predict the nature and development of
things according to the symptom of a trend, and the change of principles and good or ill luck of numbers ap-
pear here. Therefore, the sage observes the shapes to paint divinatory symbols. “Hetu” embodies “body, or-
gan, center” , and “Luoshu” embodies “application, principle, impartiality” , which forms an integral part.
Ji Ben’ s theory of Yi presents an obvious feature of philosophy of the mind. He advocates divination to under-
stand the true intention clearly, to see the truth in the mind, and to connect the Eight Diagrams with the eight
virtues of people.

Key words: Ji Ben; Hetu; Luoshu; philosophy of the mind
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