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Implementation and Guidance of Authoritative Dictionaries for
Language Standards: A Case Study of Xinhua Dictionary

ZHANG Shuyan

(Research Office of Chinese Character and Phonetic Alphabet, Institute of Applied Linguistics,
Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract; The dictionary is an important tool for language learning, and the standardized Chinese dic-
tionaries are closely related to language standards. Xinhua Dictionary has had the largest circulation and the
most extensive influence since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. The close relationship be-
tween Xinhua Dictionary and language standards is reflected in “implementing standards” and “guiding stand-
ards”. Its implementation and interpretation of language standards are in an all-round way, covering various
aspects such as character’s pattern, pronunciation, order and retrieval, and amount. Its guidance for the
standards is reflected in finding the deficiency of standards, making flexible treatment, and becoming the ref-

erence for the revision of standards, or establishing the standards directly.

Key words: dictionary; Xinhua Dictionary; language standard



