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Semantic Distribution and Problems of

Dictionary Interpretation About “Shuo/Shui” (i) in Shuoyuan

LIU Yan

(School of Humanities and Law, Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao 066004, China)

Abstract: The paper investigates and analyzes the usage of “shuo/shui” (1) in Shuoyuan, and teases

out the distribution and evolution path of the speech meaning and non-speech meaning of “shuo/shui” ().

According to the actual development and evolution of that time, it attempts to understand the interpretation

differences, words, and correspondence between pronunciation and meaning about “shuo/shui” (1t). This is

a valuable study. The noun usage of “i” should be “ i (shud)”, and the verb usage can be “1ji(shus)” or

“Pi(shui)” in Shuoyuan. Among them, those with human objects must be “ 15 (shui)”, while those without

objects or with referential objects are “1ji(shuo)”. Considering that literature is the basic material for diction-

ary’ s compilation and revision, it is suggested that Chinese Dictionary should include the sense of “cause,

reason, statement” about “shuo/shui” (Ui).

Key words: Shuoyuan; “shuo/shui” (i) ; semantic evolution; dictionary interpretation
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