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Annotation of Rituals by Poems and Annotation of Poems by Rituals:

Zheng Xuan’s Analyzing the Meaning of The Book of Songs

LI Shenxi

(School of Language and Culture, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, Shijiazhuang 050043, China)

Abstract; While annotating The Book of Songs and three rituals, Zheng Xuan establishes the connection

between poems and rituals by way of mutual certification. His annotation of rituals by poems refers to the inter-

pretation of cited poems reflecting the meaning of rituals.

His annotation of poems by citing three rituals con-

tains the understanding of the meaning of The Book of Songs. The mutual certification of poems and rituals

both forms the feature of Zheng Xuan’s annotating classics, and leads to a good deal of unavoidable deviation

and misreading.

These annotations can provide the basis and reference for people’s observing and

understanding the system of rites and music in the pre-Qin period and the meaning of The Book of Songs.

Key words: Zheng Xuan; The Book of Songs; three rituals; meaning of The Book of Songs; annotation of

rituals by poems; annotation of poems by rituals
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