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Implications and Paths of Putting the Family in the First Place
and Co-governing the Family and Country in Mencius

WU Ziliang

(School of Humanities, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100091, China )

Abstract: The ideological system of Confucius and Mencius is based on the priori judgment of human
affection of loving family members, and it always revolves around the important role of responsibility ethics in
governance. Mencius inherits and carries forward Confucianism, and his view of loving parents and respecting
elders can interpret the political idea of their governing the family and country. Mencius points out that the
family organization is the basic unit of governance order, the clan’s community members subordinate
themselves to the governance of parents and elders and are protected by them, under the warm bond the echo
of ruling power and responsibility extends from the family to the world, and the ethic of responsibility becomes
the common logic of governing the family and country. The text of Mencius declares that Confucian ethical
order has ranks, the implication of putting the family in the first place including kindheartedness and justice
becomes a way of governing the respective political levels to promote the correspondence between power and
responsibility, and the access can also prevent the arrogation and rulers’ abusing power. Restricted by the
times, the shortcoming of clan relatives organization suppressing personality in the content of Mencius contra-
dicts the current spirit of the rule of law. However, Mencius’ view of putting the family in the first place is
conducive to resolving the governance problems caused by the abuse of power. The corresponding
interpretation of power and responsibility in Mencius shouldn’t be ignored, and its idea of co-governing the
family and country can transcend the limitations of the times and connect with the contemporary rule of law.

Key words: Mencius; to put the family in the first place; warm responsibility; to govern the family and

country by way of family affection
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