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Maritime Heroes Writing in the Biographies Created by Liang Qichao:
Interpretation from the Perspective of National Needs

CHEN Xushi

(School of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315212, China)

Abstract; In the modern era of great change in the nation’s development toward the sea, Liang Qichao
established the idea of building China as a maritime nation, thinking that the heroes could play a guiding role
in the construction of a maritime nation. The nation’s need was the reason for his writing of maritime heroes,
and he constructed the images of a group of Chinese and foreign maritime heroes in his biographies. The
nation’s need influenced his writing of maritime heroes. He elaborated on the successes and failures of
maritime heroes at the national level, and then explored the experiences and lessons that could be used by
modern China from his writing of maritime heroes. His writing of maritime heroes has multiple practical signifi-
cance and also has a certain value in learning and literature. At the time of implementing the strategy of “mar-
itime power” , the scholars and literati may as well learn from and surpass Liang Qichao, and carry out more
exploration in the literariness and media diversity of maritime hero writing.

Key words: maritime hero writing; maritime nation; national need; Liang Qichao
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