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Analysis of Tragic Life of Empress Hui Yang in the Western Jin Dynasty

LIU Jie

(Research Center of Economic and Social Development, Party School of Zibo Committee of CPC, Zibo 255000, China)

Abstract; Afier Jia Nanfeng, Empress of Emperor Hui in the Western Jin Dynasty, was killed by poisonous
wine , under the control of powerful minister Sun Xiu, Yang Xianrong, daughter of Yang Xuanzhi of Mount Tai, be-
came the empress. She had been nothing but a puppet for twelve years, failing to enjoy the great honor of the em-
press, but suffering from humiliation repeatedly and even almost losing her life. As a wife who yearned for love,
she was nothing but a doll with no status, failing to enjoy the love between husband and wife, but on the contrary,
keeping alive without serious ambition in fear. Afier the downfall of the Western Jin Dynasty, she was captured by
Liu Yao, a Xiongnu man, and once again appointed as the empress. At that time, she was highly favored, and her
desire for love and power was greatly fulfilled. By making a general survey of her life, we find that she comes from
a famous family, she is supported six times and deposed five times, and she becomes the wife of two emperors, the
experiences of which are unique among the hundreds of empresses in Chinese feudal society, can delineate another
fate track of upper-class women in ancient societies, and can once again prove that in the patriarchal culture,
women are radically dependent on men, and that they can only be male appendages.

Key words: Yang Xianrong; power; the Western Jin Dynasty; female; male will
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