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Interactions Among States in Mesopotamia and the Northern Syria Region
in the Middle Bronze Age: A Case Study of the Reign of
Shamshi-Adad I, Assyrian King

CHEN Yanli

School of Humanities, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China

Abstract; The Middle Bronze Age was an era when the West Semitic peoples successfully dominated the
Fertile Crescent, among whom the Amorites established numerous kingdoms across Mesopotamia and the
Northern Syria Region. Against the backdrop of the increasingly complex political situation and the growing
prosperity of regional trade in West Asia, these countries fostered a peak era of international activities in
ancient West Asia through their interactions. Due to the geopolitical factors, the Assyrian Kingdom under
Shamshi-Adad I’s rule communicated most closely with the other states in Mesopotamia and the Northern Syria
Region at that time. The conflicts and cooperation between the Assyrian Kingdom and the states in the Northern
Syria Region, which revolved around politics, military affairs, diplomacy, and trade, have provided a multidi-
mensional perspective for examining the international interactions, geopolitics, and regional trade in West Asia
in the Middle Bronze Age.

Key words: Middle Bronze Age; Mesopotamia; Northern Syria Region; Shamshi-Adad I
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