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Spatial Turn in Ideological and Political Education,
and Its Logic and Progress

ZHU Guoping"’

1. School of Marxism, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230009, China;

2. Collaborative Research Centre for Moral Education and Medical Humanities Education, Wannan Medical College, Wuhu 236002, China

Abstract: In the new era, ideological and political education is accelerating a triple spatial turn in Chi-
na, that is, turn from classroom space to cyberspace, turn from physical space to virtual simulation space, and
turn from campus space to social space. A rational examination of this triple spatial turn reveals that it follows
triple logic: the theoretical logic of examining real individuals from the perspective of ideological essence, the
historical logic of integrating the original aspiration and mission throughout the entire process of education, and
the realistic logic of promoting national rejuvenation through steady development and self-strengthening. The
space of ideological and political education is not a closed entity of knowledge and values. Future turns should
emphasize the innovative function of generative learning approaches, the intrinsic cohesive role of emotional
resonance, the prominent status of bodily creativity, the governance guarantee function of institutional con-
struction, and the consciousness of mutual learning among civilizations from a global perspective. By doing so,
the educational vitality of the space of ideological and political education can be fully exerted.

Key words: spatial turn; embodied learning; virtual simulation teaching; generative artificial intelli-
gence; global perspective
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