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Relationship Between Rituals and Music,
and the Operational Mechanism of the Feudal State System:
Qiu Jun’s Aesthetics of the State Ritual and Music System

WANG Mingjie'?

1. School of Literature, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China;
2. Department of Fundamental Courses, Xuzhou College of Industrial Technology, Xuzhou 221005, China

Abstract: Where there is ritual, there must be music. Ritual refers to the hierarchical classification and
distribution of music as an object of enjoyment. This is the core mechanism upon which the aesthetics of the
state ritual and music system is founded, namely, the willingness of subjects to accept the object of enjoyment
allocated to them according to their status, thus forming different lifestyles of different stratums or classes. The
aesthetics of the state ritual and music system proposed by Qiu Jun of the Ming Dynasty is constructed on the
basis of in-depth reflections on such issues as the relationship between ritual and music, and the operational
mechanism of the feudal state. Without the disparity in the distribution of power of music or the object of enjoy-
ment , it is impossible to construct a rigidly hierarchical feudal state system, without the subjects’ recognition of
the music allotted to them, it is impossible to form the harmonious orderly aesthetic sense of state governance,
and without the exchange of giving and reciprocation in the hierarchical ritual-music life between the ruling
class and the common people, a complete ritual-music life cannot be achieved. The monarch receives the grea-
test share of the objects of enjoyment, followed by the bureaucratic class, while the common people receive the
least. The operational mechanism of the state’s ritual and music system fully embodies the integrated
application of these three hierarchical relationships between ritual and music.

Key words: Qiu Jun; ritual as yin, and music as yang; rituals differentiate and music harmonizes;
music is given and rituals reciprocate ; state ritual and music system; aesthetics of rituals and music
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