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Rebuilding the Overall Imagination of Post-modern Society :

Political Orientation of Jameson’s Film Criticism

REN Xiaofei

School of Literature, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010000, China

Abstract; Since the 1980s, Frederic Jameson, an American cultural critic, has focused on the political and

economic context of late capitalism, applied the methodology of Marxist hermeneutics to film ecriticism, and

expanded the practical path of post-modern cultural politics. Fredric Jameson’s Signatures of the Visible and The

Geopolitical Aesthetic: Cinema and Space in the World-System offer critiques of Hollywood cinema and films

from the Far East that possess distinct and strong political orientations. Firstly, Jameson tries to awaken and

reshape the collective experience and utopian ideal of contemporary consumers by revealing the political uncon-

sciousness in Hollywood films. Secondly, he focuses on the geopolitical unconsciousness of the films in the Far

East, aiming at mapping the world system and cultural strategies of the late capitalism. The two paths jointly

embody the “cognitive mapping” function of the film texts and construct the theoretical value and political

orientation of his film criticism.

Key words: Frederic Jameson; film criticism; political unconsciousness; geopolitical unconsciousness
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