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Governance Philosophy Based on the Ritual-music System and the Historical
View of the Confucian Classics Infused with the Spirit of Ritual-music:
On Qiu Jun’s Aesthetic Thought of Ritual and Music

WANG Wei

School of Literature, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China

Abstract; As a renowned Confucian scholar of the Ming Dynasty, Qiu Jun always pays more attention to
ritual-music, and integrates the Confucian spirit of “applying knowledge to the real world” throughout his en-
tire career in both learning and governance. From the overall development context of the history of Chinese rit-
ual and music aesthetics, Qiu Jun’s thought on ritual and music aesthetics attaches great importance to the
practical significance of the ritual and music system. He combines the individual’s quiet cultivation of ritual
and music with the life of ritual and music, and applies it to families, society, the state, and the whole world.
Thus, he belongs to the school of practitioners of ritual and music aesthetics. Qiu Jun’s dual roles as a states-
man and a historian make him show a strong pragmatism in his promotion of the practical path of ritual and mu-
sic aesthetics. For one thing, as an important court official, Qiu Jun bases himself on the ritual and music sys-
tem to realize his political ideal of governing the country and bringing peace to the world. For another, as a
historian, Qiu Jun instills the Confucian spirit of ritual and music into the writing and judgment of history. He
makes clear the orthodoxy and safeguards the cardinal principles, playing a role of “using history to assist gov-
ernance” for the rule of the Ming Dynasty. The study of Qiu Jun’s ritual-music aesthetics serves to expand the
scholarly horizon of Ming Dynasty aesthetic studies, thereby providing new ideas and directions for the study of
traditional Chinese ritual-music aesthetics.

Key words: Qiu Jun; ritual-music aesthetics; ritual-music system; Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism;
historical view of Confucian classics
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