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Exploring the Core Message of The Spring and Autumn Annals
amid Ambiguities: Starting from Dong Zhongshu’s Interpretation of
The Spring and Autumn Annals

ZHANG Junya

School of Literature, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730050, China

Abstract ; With 18,000 characters, The Spring and Autumn Annals records the events under heaven over
a 240—year period, embodying Confucius’ aspirations for governing the world in line with the principles of for-
mer emperors. However, when compiling the work, Confucius not only seeks to avoid risks and difficulties,
but also follows the principle of concealing faults for the respected and the virtuous. As a result, the text is re-
plete with ambiguous points where the right and wrong are hard to distinguish. Dong Zhongshu, a doctor of the
Gongyang School of The Spring and Autumn Annals in the Western Han Dynasty, starts from the ambiguities in
the writing techniques and rhetorical devices, and the inconsistencies of The Spring and Autumn Annals, and
analyzes the right and wrong, as well as the alignment or opposition with justice and reason within the text,
helping later scholars understand the intentions of the sage ( Confucius) and the core message of The Spring
and Autumn Annals. The ambiguities in the writing of The Spring and Autumn Annals are not only the means by
which the text conveys its ideological tendencies, but also the source of its interpretive tension. This handling
method can make the later generations understand historical truths and grasp the great principles behind these
ambiguities in writing and rhetoric, and more importantly, realizing Confucian political ethics is the fundamen-
tal purpose contained in The Spring and Autumn Annals.

Key words: The Spring and Autumn Annals; Dong Zhongshu; Chungiv Fanlu; writing techniques and

rhetorical devices of The Spring and Autumn Annals; core message
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