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Ritual Arising from Righteousness:
Statecraft-oriented Nature of Hao Jing’s Study of The Book of Rites
and Practical Turn in Ming Dynasty’s Ritual Learning

SUN Yun

School of Humanities, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China

Abstract; Li Ji Tong Jie represents a systematic interpretation of The Book of Rites by the renowned
Confucian scholar Hao Jing of the Ming Dynasty, and stands as the culmination of his thoughts on ritual stud-
ies. Hao Jing emphasizes that ritual takes righteousness as its essence, employing a hermeneutical approach to
interpret ancient texts from contemporary perspectives, which helps break through the textual constraints of
traditional ritual studies. By proposing the new view that daily practice is ritual itself, he makes the application
of ritual institutions more closely aligned with daily life, demonstrating a distinct realist and pragmatic orienta-
tion. This facilitates a shift in Ming Dynasty’s ritual studies from focusing on elite discourse to the engagement
with daily practices of common people, exerting a profound influence on the academic transformation during
the Ming-Qing transition, and providing a valuable theoretical support for contemporary research and applica-
tion of ritual studies. Through the methods of textual analysis and historical comparison, an examination of Hao
Jing’s Li Ji Tong Jie can systematically interpret the statecraft-oriented nature of his thoughts on The Book of
Rites, thereby illuminating the logical connections and interactions between this characteristic and the praxis-
oriented reorientation of the study of rites during the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: Hao Jing; Li Ji Tong Jie; statecraft; turn of ritual studies
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