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Cultural Landscape of Jinan’s “Four Major Spring Clusters”
and Its Practical Pathways

MENG Xiang

School of Art, Shandong Jianzhu University, Jinan 250101, China

Abstract;: Jinan’s spring water is a rare natural and cultural heritage worldwide and a vital culture-tourism
resource. The short-term goal of applying for World Heritage status for the springs, the medium-term objective
of integrating culture and tourism, and the long-term vision of building a strong cultural nation are mutually re-
inforcing and highly aligned. The shift in the heritage nomination target from a mixed natural-cultural heritage
to a cultural landscape type reflects a shared evolution in how different stakeholders perceive the cultural herit-
age value, particularly the growing emphasis on “how culture embodies humans’ properly handling the relation-
ship between them and nature”. The individual springs within Four Major Spring Clusters and the origins of
their names exemplify this relationship, aligning with the latest criteria for heritage assessment: integration,
integrity,, connectivity, transcendence, identity, and continuity. They also hold the significant potential in the
cultural innovation, cultural empowerment, shaping the soul with culture, culture serving the people, cultural
interpretation, cultural preservation, global cultural outreach, etc., which is demanded by building a strong
cultural nation. By leveraging this opportunity, Jinan can shape an ideal landscape structure for both the prov-
ince and city, and optimize its culture-tourism structure.

Key words: Spring-City Cultural Landscape; Four Major Spring Clusters; culture-tourism integration ;

strong cultural nation
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