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On the Methodologies and Standpoints of Welsch’s Postmodern Aesthetics

PAN Liyong

School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China

Abstract: Welsch has consistently focused on reconstructing the legitimacy of the discipline of aesthetics

within the sociocultural context of postmodern society. This involves reflecting on traditional aesthetics and

critically analyzing everyday aesthetic experience. In particular, he emphasizes the need to update aesthetic

methodologies, including changes in modes of thinking and analytical approaches, thereby proposing the

comprehensive thinking and transversal analysis method in aesthetics. At the same time, Welsch realizes that

in the face of new aesthetic cultural phenomena arising under new historical conditions, aesthetics should

assume the humanistic responsibility of reconstructing value ideals and the cultural mission of spiritual critique.

His concepts such as “aesthetics of justice” , “culture of the blind spot” , as well as the notions of “intercul-

turalism” and “anti-anthropocentrism” , express the value-oriented aspirations of his postmodern aesthetics.

Key words: Welsch; transversal analysis method ; aesthetics of justice; culture of the blind spot; inter-

culturalism
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