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Meaning Generation and Evolution of Transferred Morphemes and
Transplanted Morphemes of Modern Chinese: And also Discussion on
the Principles of Lexicology and Lexicography of Dictionary Compilation

LIU Wei

(School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract; Monosyllabic transferred morphemes emerge with the meaning transference of dialect words and
are directly generated depending on word degradation, and the meaning evolution (from meaning A to meaning
B) is mainly realized at the syntactic level. According to the regions of meaning sources, there appear deriva-
tion and non-derivation relations among the meanings. The meaning generation of monosyllabic transplanted
morphemes is realized by monosyllables of loanword transliteration depending on word degradation (occupying
a smaller portion) , or mostly by the original meaning emerging with a transliteration element transplanting the
loanword meaning on the cross-level and the word-making activity by the morphemization of polysyllables of
loanword transliteration compositions. The meaning evolution is realized at the lexical level or syntactic level ,
and there appear derivation relations among the meanings. Chinese dictionaries adhere to the principles of lexi-
cology and lexicography in treating the division and combination of entries. Therefore, the types with different
meaning sources and no derivation relations should be eliminated in the study on the meaning evolution of mon-
osyllabic transferred morphemes and transplanted ones.

Key words: language contact; dialect word; loanword; morpheme meaning; generation; evolution
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