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Wisdom of the CPC’s Concept on Safeguarding Maritime Rights and Interests
from the Perspective of “Observation from Dao”

LI Qianghua

School of Marxism Shanghai Ocean University Shanghai 201306 China

Abstract: Safeguarding maritime rights and interests is an integral part of the great endeavors of the Com—
munist Party of China ( CPC) over its century-dong journey. The CPC’s concept on safeguarding maritime
rights and interests serves as the theoretical foundation for the practice of safeguarding maritime rights and in—
terests. It represents an embodiment of wisdom in the CPC’s effort to integrate the basic tenets of Marxism with
the concrete reality of China’s maritime development and with the fine traditional Chinese culture. The charac—
teristics of the CPC’s concept on safeguarding maritime rights and interests such as interconnectedness pro—
cessuality and holism highlight the wisdom of “observation from Dao”. Interconnectedness is reflected in the
recognition that maritime rights and interests are related to national sovereignty security and development in—
terests. Processuality is reflected in the evolution of goals for safeguarding maritime rights and interests and
the gradual improvement of the capabilities of safeguarding maritime rights and interests. Holism is reflected in
the mutual unity of safeguarding maritime rights and interests and maintaining the maritime stability protecting
the marine ecological environment and assuming international responsibilities. The wisdom of “observation
from Dao” demonstrated by the CPC’s concept on safeguarding maritime rights and interests is beyond “obser—
vation with objects” and “observation with people”. It embodies a comprehensive perspective and systematic
thinking providing a wise guidance for the theoretical construction and specific practice of safeguarding
China’s maritime rights and interests as well as contributing scientific thinking methods to the construction of
a new order of global maritime governance and a maritime community with a shared future.

Key words: observation from Dao; safeguarding maritime rights and interests; the Communist Party of

China ( CPC) ; wisdom implication
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