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The Nature of Literary Classics and the Publicity of Interpretation

ZHANG Tongsheng

(School of Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730020, China)

Abstract; The nature of literary classics is essentially selected, confirmed and constructed by the publici-
ty of interpretation. The canonicity of literary works derives from the publicity of spiritual interpretation of the
times. Knowledge-power creates the classic of the times and its structure of interpretation. At the same time,
the literary classics are also the public discourse and cultural resources of interpretation, thus they construct
the publicity of interpretation in the superstructure. The public exhibition of interpretation is actually a model
interpretation of spirit of the times as a fore-structure of meaning understanding in the public sphere. The pub-
licity of interpretation model in the specific times consists of dominant spirit of the times, mainstream ideology,
and a related series of aesthetics, values, words, expressions, knowledge, etc. As one of fore-structures of in-
terpretation, the publicity participates in the production of literary meaning and generation of classics.

Key words: public interpretation; literary classic; fore-structure; public sphere
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