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Current Situation, Continuity of Tradition, and Personal Aspiration:
Publication Reasons and Creation Gist of Ye Mengde’s
Annotations of Spring and Autumn Annals

WANG Wenyuan" >, GUO Yuanlin'

(1. School of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China;
2. School of Humanities, Huzhou College, Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract: Annotations of The Spring and Autumn Annals is a book written by Ye Mengde that annotates
and explains the scriptures of The Spring and Autumn Annals. The main reasons for its publication are three-
fold. Firstly, against the background of the revival of Confucianism in the Song Dynasty, it is influenced by the
times’ trend of The Spring and Autumn Annals learning about “seeking the original scriptures beyond the com-
mentaries and integrating the three commentaries” and “emphasizing the elaboration of principles while deem-
phasizing the exegeses of names and description of things” , which is called “current situation”. Secondly, Ye
Mengde continues his efforts on the basis of the research achievements of predecessors such as The Spring and
Autumn Annals Descrimination and The Spring and Autumn Annals Judgement, which is called “continuity of
tradition” . Thirdly, it is to clear the way for his personal studies of The Spring and Autumn Annals, which is
called “personal aspiration”. The first two are external causes, while the third is the internal cause, which is
the rationale for the publication of this book. Its main creation gist is to correct the mistakes of the three com-
mentaries and to lay the groundwork for ultimately expounding Ye Mengde’s own view of The Spring and Au-
tumn Annals.

Key words: Ye Mengde; The Spring and Autumn Annals; Annotations of The Spring and Autumn
Annals ; publication; gist
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