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Semantic Features of and Formation Reasons for Character “JJ”
in the Documents of Chu Bamboo Slips and Silk

WANG Xiao

(School of Literature, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: There are 41 characters with “>” in the Chu bamboo slips and silk documents, and the
meanings recorded by character “]” show two cohesive characteristics: one is related to the meanings of “
(bird)” and “JE (feather)”, and the other is related to the meaning of “JHIH (flag)”, which is due to
the one fact that the semantic character of “3¥” prompts the meaning, and the other fact that “ ] (feath-
er)” has the functional meaning. The source of character “3¥” includes three kinds: one is the inheritance of
Yin and Zhou characters; the second is the newly-added characters in Chu bamboo slips and silk documents
the third is the newly-constructed characters in Chu bamboo slips and silk documents. The character “ " has
the characteristics of Chu, which is related to the requirement of the people of Chu using “feather (2P]) 7, the
existence of Chu’s law of imposing feather, and the unique thinking way of the people of Chu creating charac-
ters.

Key words: character; character “>P]” ; semantics; semantic feature
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