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Tense Thinness, Affair-nature Weakness, and Halfway Efforts; On Nie Bao’s
View of the Ritual-music Aesthetics of Confucian Quietist School

LIU Yanshun

School of Literature, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 236100, China

Abstract ; Ancient China has developed a sophisticated philosophy and aesthetics of affairs. Within the Confu-
cian framework of the philosophy and aesthetics of affairs, benevolence, rites, and timeliness form a tripartite foun-
dation, each being indispensable. The tense of ritual-music life is confined solely to progressive one characterized
by a pronounced primordial timeliness and a robust affair-nature. Nie Bao’s ritual-music aesthetics inherits an exces-
sive inclination toward ritual-music quietism or introspective mental cultivation from the Wang Yangming School of
Mind. This approach overlooks ritual-music life itself constituting the fundamental purpose of such practice. By over-
emphasizing pre-activation spiritual cultivation and treating ritual-music life as already accomplished or completed
states, his approach neglects its dynamic unfolding and perpetually incomplete nature. Consequently, the temporally
situated matters of ritual-music life becomes displaced by a mental quietism oriented toward timeless principles. At
its core, Nie Bao regards the purpose of ritual-music quietism as weakening emotions and restraining selfish desires,
a position fundamentally at odds with the Zhou-Confucian doctrine, which emphasizes the moderate satisfaction of
human desires and emotions through ritual and music. Overall, the Confucian quietist school exhibits weak affair-
nature in its ritual-music aesthetics and its approach constitutes no more than a halfway effort. This approach stands
in clear contrast to that of the practice-oriented school, particularly as exemplified in the ritual-music aesthetics of
the Lu-Wang School of Mind.

Key words: Nie Bao; quietist school ; ritual-music aesthetics; ritual-music quietism; affair-nature; tense
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