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Intertextual Analysis of Mo Yan’s Thumb Cuffs and Crocodile .
Also Discussing the Reverse Imitation of Literary Classics in His Works

LIU Honggiang

School of Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China

Abstract: Mo Yan’ s novels are inseparable from the simulation, adaptation, allusion and response to

ancient classic novels, and sometimes he uses reverse imitation. Thumb Cuffs is closely related to Journey to

the West in terms of character creation, plot setting and word choice. It is reasonable to believe that Thumb

Cuffs derives from Journey to the West. In addition, intertextuality with famous works can also be found in Mo

Yan’ s other works. Mo Yan’s drama Crocodile is obviously inspired by Wu Jingzi’s The Scholars, and several

details indicate that the former adapts the latter. In Mo Yan’s Big Breasts and Wide Hips, a giant baby named

Shangguan Jintong is created who cannot live without mother’s milk all his life. However, in Strange Tales from

a Chinese Studio, there is a Qing Dynasty celebrity named Li Xiangxian who is afraid of mother’s milk from

childhood to old age. There is a origin relation between Shangguan Jintong’s “addiction to milk” and Li

Xiangxian’s “fear of milk”.

Key words: Mo Yan; Thumb Cuffs; Crocodile; Journey to the West; The Scholars; reverse imitation
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