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Value Implication and Modern Transformation
of Confucian Moral Economy Thought

QIAN Guogqi®, ZHU Lejing”

a.School of Humanities; b. Society for the Study of Modern and Contemporary Chinese Historical Materials,
Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China

Abstract: Confucian moral economy thought, a cornerstone of traditional Chinese economic philosophy,
is characterized by its core principle that prioritizes moral ethics in economic activities. It advocates the unity
of justice and interests, and achievement of healthy economic development and social harmony and stability
through regulating economic behavior. Rooted in the people-oriented concept and centered on the the relation-
ship between justice and interests, Confucian moral economy thought constitutes a set of economic ethics sys-
tem covering value orientation, management ethics, communication principles, consumption concepts and dis-
tribution propositions, reflecting the distinctive characteristics of Confucian economy thought. Although this i-
deological system is compatible with the self-sufficient small-scale peasant economy, it contains the value ori-
entation of enriching the people, valuing justice over interests, being honest and mutually beneficial, advoca-
ting thrift, and achieving equilibrium without deprivation, which is still of great practical significance for pro-
moting harmonious economic and social development in the new historical period and ultimately realizing com-
mon prosperity for all the people. Under the background of Chinese modernization, it is imperative to explore
the value connotation and practical wisdom of Confucian moral economy thought, promote the creative transfor-
mation and innovative development of Confucian culture, and transform it into the ideological and cultural driv-
ing force that promotes the construction of a strong country and the great cause of national rejuvenation.
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