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On Su Shi’s Natural Aesthetic as a Way of Seclusion

LIU Hanjun

(Research Center for Aesthetics of Literature and Art, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract ; Su Shi’s natural aesthetic goes beyond the simple observation of aesthetic objects, but points to
the aesthetic pursuit of returning to the hidden natural homeland, which is the realization way for him to return
to nature. The reason why Su Shi has such deep feelings of seclusion is not only that the officials jostle against
one another, but also that he is tired of fighting for fame, and advocates the natural aesthetic life with leisure
and ease. When he was a senior official, he briefly felt the pleasure of retreat to nature through natural aesthet-
ic, and vowed to return to nature eventually. When he was dismissed and relegated, he relieved the tragic e-
motion through natural aesthetic, turned the pain into the joy of seclusion, and truly felt the comfort of natural
homeland. Su Shi’s concept of natural aesthetic is of great enlightening significance for the development of con-
temporary natural aesthetic, and has the certain meaning of survival philosophy.

Key words: Su Shi; way of seclusion; natural aesthetic; to be an official ; relegation
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