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Class Forms in the Nineteenth Century English Novels

CHEN Zhen

School of Foreign Languages Qinghai Minzu University Xining 810007 China

Abstract: The 19th-century English novels vividly reflected the social reality and class forms at that time.
Social transformations in thel9th—century Britain shook the established social forms and class structures:
capital became the value criterion for measuring class hierarchy the power of the middle class gradually grew
the aristocratic power was on the wane day by day and the working class also gained room for upward mobili—
ty. Class hierarchy thus exhibited a mobile trend and class identities fluctuated accordingly. After the 1830s
the class forms in particular displayed distinct mobility complexity and diversity which in turn triggered
identity crises and psychological perplexities among characters. From the analysis of the 19th-century English
novels it could be seen that the class forms encompassed both macrodevel social forms and microdevel indi-—
vidual manifestations and were rooted in both socio-historical factors and personal family reasons.
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