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Realism of “Normative Power” : Transformation of the EU’s Digital Diplomacy

LI Jiaxing

School of National Security, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China

Abstract: The release of An International Digital Strategy for the European Union marks a new stage in
the EU’s strategic layout in the digital field. Since the intensification of global digital competition, the EU has
adjusted its pursuit of “normative power” in digital diplomacy and shifted its focus toward building a digital di-
plomacy system characterized by realist inclinations. This new trend is closely related to many factors such as
the EU’s “normative power” being unable to adapt to the complex digital geopolitical environment, the rise of
technology companies undermining the EU’s influence in digital diplomacy, and the significantly increased
complexity of global digital security governance. To adapt to the current global digital competition landscape,
the EU is strengthening digital communication construction to enhance its global strategic narrative ability,
promoting digital economic cooperation to maintain its market competitiveness, expanding international partner-
ship network to enhance its global leadership, and reinforcing cooperation on emerging digital infrastructure to
build its secure environment. It is true that the EU’s digital transformation is also constrained by such limiting
factors as internal “divisions” hindering its digital diplomacy, external “resistance” undermining the recogni-
tion of its digital diplomacy, and “lagging” digital security capabilities. Looking ahead, the EU will accelerate
the development of its digital diplomacy toward institutionalization and geopoliticalization, strive to enhance the
capacity for its digital discourse power, and advance the “dual-wheel drive” of technological autonomy and e-
conomic security.

Key words: EU’s digital diplomacy; digital strategy transformation; digital sovereignty; global
leadership; digital norm
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