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Augmented Subject: Subject Forms in the Digital Aesthetic Experience

LI Hongchun

(School of Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract ; In digital aesthetic activities, the subject is neither a traditional classical individual nor a frag-

mented subject in the postmodern perspective, but an “augmented subject” supported by the digital interaction

technology and intelligent mobile terminal devices. Due to the transformation of the digital aesthetic interface

from a static object to a space where the subject enters and is self-phenomenalized, this augmented subject is

first an expanding subject with a sense of motion as the core after human-machine coupling. Secondly, this

augmented subject also means a deep recovery of the skin-self, and the skin-self with omnipotent colors ele-

vates the aesthetic subject to a divine level. Finally, this augmented subject is also a connected subject that

coexists with other people, which makes the aesthetic experience far more profound and intense than the tradi-

tional static aesthetics. Essentially, this augmented subject that coordinates the body and machines, reality

and virtuality, self and others, consciousness and unconsciousness, and vision and touch is a brand-new sub-

ject after postmodernism.

Key words: digital aesthetic experience ; augmented subject; skin-self
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