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Yantai’s Commerce, Merchants and Chamber of Commerce
in the Early Period of the Republic of China

YU Jun

(School of Marxism, Yantai Vocational College, Yantai 264670, China)

Abstract: With the help of nature and location advantages, Yantai in the modern times once took the
lead and became one of the emerging cities along the east coast in the 19th century. However, Yantai thrived
because of commerce, there existed inherent defects in industry, urban organizational structure, etc., the
potential of urban development was insufficient, and it was easily affected by other factors. After the period of
the Republic of China, with the rise of the surrounding port cities such as Qingdao, Yantai’s commerce showed
the situation of stagnation and decline. Yantai’s merchants in trouble tried to adapt themselves to changing
conditions and take effective measures according to local conditions, adjusted the focus quickly by learning
from the western industrial civilization, and embarked on the road of developing industry, vitalizing the city
with national industry and commerce and seeking regional economic development. In the process, they also
realized the importance of establishing the chamber of commerce. More and more business elites joined the
organization, and made full use of this platform to ensure their own rights and interests and promote the
economic development of the industry. Through this organization, Yantai’s merchants played a variety of roles
in social life, and gave play to an increasingly important social function. At the same time, the merchants and
chamber of commerce promoted the process of Yantai’s urban modernization with the continuous improvement
of their influence in the social field.

Key words: Yantai; early period of the Republic of China; commerce ; merchant; chamber of commerce
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