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Analysis of Usage Differences of Numerals “Er” (=) and “Liang” (%)
on the Basis of Legal Instrument Corpus

SUN Jia

(School of Literature, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: The studies of usage differences between “er” ( —.) and “liang” () have been concerned
by scholars, but most of them are based on the qualitative method, and the study aimed at specific areas is not
deep enough. There exist great differences of the two characters’ usage in the two corpora. Legal language
must describe the facts accurately and elaborately, and more numerals are used, reflecting the accuracy of le-
gal language. Legal instruments pay attention to detailed description and often use the “numeral + quantifier”
collocation, there is a relatively clear division of labor between “er” ( —.) and “liang” (), and there is a
“er” (=) and “li-

ang” (M) are relatively free when choosing quantifiers, reflecting the stability of legal language. Besides, the

fixed tendency to choose quantifiers. But in the corpus of National Language Commission,

legal corpus tends to use the statement of ellipsis of quantifiers, which reflects the simplicity of legal language.

Key words: “er” (—.); “liang” (M) ; usage difference; legal instrument; corpus
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