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Heroic Narrative and Character Construction in the Legend of Qian Liu

HUO Mingyu

Institute of Chinese Culture, Chinese Academy of Arts, Beijing 100029, China

Abstract: Qian Liu is an important historical figure in Wuyue region, and his legendary stories also ex-
hibit certain heroic narrative features. Centered around the medium of Qian Liu, the narrator blends the objec-
tive reality with the artistic imagination, endowing the protagonist with the divine traits and supernatural
power, and implying his heroic identity shouldering the “destiny”. At the same time, the construction of mo-
rality and character, as well as the transformation of specific folk customs and regional cultures in the protago-
nist, are highlighted in the narrative process, which can show that the heroic character has become a symbol of
ethnic spirit, and also reflect the values and cultural identities that different narrative subjects believe in. In
the relevant narrative, establishing a connection between the protagonist’s “destiny” and “character” implies
the existence of some causal logic, that is, the protagonist’s character traits that conform to orthodox values,
and moral concepts that fit folk customs and conditions are the reasons why he is endowed with the heroic des-
tiny. Thus, the ideal character represented by the heroic figure becomes the spiritual totem that unites the eth-
nic group, maintaining the cultural identity and inheritance of the ethnic group.

Key words: legend of Qian Liu; heroic narrative; character construction; cultural identity
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