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Entanglement of Righteousness and Mind :
Critical Ideas of the Critics of the Ancient Texts of the Eight Great Prose Masters
During the Tang and Song Dynasties in the Middle and Late Ming Dynasty

WANG Tiantian

School of Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China

Abstract; Classical Chinese textual criticism reflects the ecritics’ views on ancient prose. During the
Jiajing and Wanli periods, most of the ancient texts were compiled by local officials for the scholars, and the
ancient texts of the Eight Great Prose Masters during the Tang and Song Dynasties were commented on from the
perspective of propagation and essay writing skills. This is inherited from the comments of the neo-confucianists
of the Southern Song Dynasty, and at the same time, more attention is paid to expounding the critics’ inten-
tions and conveying the concept of their argumentations. With the rise of Yangming’s philosophy of the mind,
literary ideas such as Tang Shunzhi’s “essence theory” , the Gong’an School’s “spiritual intuition theory” flour-
ished in the middle and late Ming literary circle, and the criticism tended to explore the minds and emotions of
the texts of the Eight Great Prose Masters during the Tang and Song Dynasties. In compiling and publishing an-
thologies of ancient texts, bookstores often brought together the two types of commentaries of “righteousness”
and “mind” to form a collective commentary phenomenon, so as to increase sales points and profits. The co-
existence of the two types of commentaries on righteousness and mind in the anthologies of the middle and late
Ming Dynasty on the texts of the Eight Great Prose Masters during the Tang and Song Dynasties can not only
reflect the diverse ancient literary ideas of the late Ming literati, but also reflect the commercialization of books
for the imperial civil service examination.

Key words: middle and late Ming Dynasty; imperial examination; commentaries on the ancient texts of
the Eight Great Prose Masters during the Tang and Song Dynasties; righteousness; mind
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