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Li Chunfu’s Criticism of the Classical Prose Thought
in the Tang and Song Dynasties and the Ideological Origin of
His “Integration of the Three Religions”

LI Jinding, LU Zheng

School of Humanities, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China

Abstract; As a master of great leading and integrity of classical prose in the late Jin Dynasty, Li Chunfu
holds a “ contradiction” attitude toward the viewpoint of classical prose thought of the Tang and Song
Dynasties. He affirms the “literary craftsmanship” of the Tang-Song classical prose writers: for one thing, he
absorbs Han Yu’s ideas of “not following predecessors’ footsteps” and “striving to discard hackneyed expres-
sions” ; for another, he accepts the concept of “advocating eccentricity” of Han Yu, Liu Zongyuan, Su Shi
and others. At the same time, he launches a fierce criticism against the “Dao” (Way) advocated by the Tang-
Song classical prose writers and Neo-Confucianists. This criticism is mainly reflected in his complete denial of
the “Daotong” ( Orthodoxy of the Dao) lineage and the ideology of “opposing Buddhism and Taoism” advoca-
ted by these writers and Neo-Confucianists of the Tang and Song Dynasties. His “contradiction” attitude origi-
nates from his “Integration of the Three Religions” thought. Influenced by Zhuangzi’s view that “the Dao and
its techniques have been split apart for the world” , he initially believes that Confucianism and Taoism share
the same origin. After being exposed to Buddhism, he further believes that the “Dao” of Buddhism is compati-
ble with the “Dao” of Confucianism and Taoism. His attitude profoundly influences his contemporaries,
directly promoting the emergence of a creative trend of “prose being mostly eccentric and archaic” in the liter-
ary circle of the late Jin Dynasty. In addition, His attitude toward the classical prose thought of the Tang and
Song Dynasties differs significantly from that of Zhao Bingwen and Wang Ruoxu, the leading literary figures of
the same period. His attitude highlights the influence of Buddhism on the mentality and literary thought of
scholars in the Jin Dynasty, and has unique academic and cultural value.

Key words: Li Chunfu; classical prose thought of the Tang and Song Dynasties; affirmation of “literary
craftsmanship” ; criticism of “Dao” ; Integration of the Three Religions
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