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New Exploration of Traditional Chinese Opera Advertisements
and their Academic Value in Bei Yang Pictorial

HONG Chang

School of International Communication, Tianjin Foreign Studies University, Tianjin 300204, China

Abstract; The modern Chinese opera art, especially the maturity of Peking Opera art, was almost syn-
chronized with the prosperity of the newspaper industry. Bei Yang Pictorial was the North China pictorial giant,
the traditional Chinese opera advertisements of which effectively promoted its information because of a variety
of advertisement types and attractive promotional methods, and clearly recorded the development features and
cultural ecology of Tianjin opera in the 1920s and 1930s. Systematically combing and intensively studying the
traditional Chinese opera advertisements of Bei Yang Pictorial can present the historical context of the develop-
ment of modern Tianjin opera, explore the media ecology of opera communication, and investigate the role po-
sitioning of opera art, especially Beijing Opera, in the process of modern urbanization, which can help expand
the academic perspective of opera study, and deepen the research on the history of traditional Chinese opera
and related issues of opera communication.

Key words: Bei Yang Pictorial ; traditional Chinese opera advertisement; historical context; media ecol-
ogy; historical position
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