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Inheritance of Studies of Chinese Ancient Civilization and Localization of
Library Science in the Early Republic of China

YU Zuomin®, ZHAO Huifeng"

(a. Library; b. School of History and Culture, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: In 1925, Liang Qichao put forward the idea of “building Chinese library science” , which star-
ted the process of building Chinese localized library science and led the way in Chinese academic localization.
From the two angles of “readers” and “reading materials” he demonstrated that the construction of Chinese li-
brary science should proceed from China’s actual conditions and take the road of localization, instead of simply
introducing the foreign disciplinary and academic systems of library science. It is pointed out that in order to
promote the localization development of Chinese library science, it is necessary to inherit the knowledge,
thoughts and methods of ancient Chinese book arrangement and management, as well as the knowledge system
of book collection and collation, so that studies of Chinese ancient civilization and local resources can become
the important source of knowledge production in Chinese library science. It is thought that both the basic theo-
ry of library science and “applied” library science need to learn from and inherit the relevant resources in
studies of Chinese ancient civilization.

Key words: library science; academic transformation ; localization; science of collecting books; collation
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