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Explanations of Doubtful Meanings of Difficult Characters
in Radical Pu ( 5Z) of Chinese Dictionary

HE Maohuo

(School of Literature, Hexi University, Zhangye 734000, China)

Abstract; In Chinese Dictionary, some explanations follow the ancient rules, the terms are brief but com-
prehensive, the meanings are obscure, and the relationship between form and meaning is unclear, which
makes readers be prone to doubts. Taking radical pu ( 3Z) as an example, this paper analyzes the meanings of
16 difficult characters, among which 11 cases are related correct popular forms of characters, 2 cases are the
interpretations of difficult meanings, 1 case is the suggested combination of overlapping senses, and 2 cases
are the textual research of false meanings. The evolution of forms and meanings of Chinese characters is com-
plicated, and its history is rich and profound, so there are many doubts about difficult characters. Chinese Dic-
tionary also has the function of storing exegetical materials. It only records some doubtful and difficult interpre-
tations, and no assumptions are made. This prudent attitude is worthy of affirmation. However, those interpre-
tations that can be definitely proved through research should still be revealed as much as possible, so as to pro-
mote academic studies and to facilitate the scholars of younger age. Of course, this kind of work must be based
on the principle of not violating the dictionary styles.

Key words: Chinese Dictionary; radical pu ( 3Z) ; difficult character; doubtful meaning

(RfEH®E T F)

- 15 -



	何11
	（转曲）正文第10-14页
	何12



