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On the Predicament and Outlet of Ecological Aesthetics and Eco-criticism ;
Starting from Wang Nuo’s Eco-criticism

LI ZHongchao

(College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract; The reason why ecological aesthetics and eco-criticism are facing difficulties today is that the
reflection of western ecology on the evil consequences of human beings’ excessive transformation of nature is re-
garded as the standard of aesthetic activity criticism, and ecology arrogates aesthetics, which results in the an-
tagonism between the artificial natural ecological aesthetics and human beings. The ecological crisis caused by
the “science—tool” doctrine prompts people to criticize the anthropocentrism and call for the harmonious de-
velopment of ecosystem. As the main body, people participate in aesthetic activities, which is the bottom line
that cannot be cancelled in aesthetic activities. While adhering to the naturalness and ecology of natural eco-
logical aesthetics, we cannot completely exclude people’s subjective participation. Therefore, to overcome the
dilemma of eco-criticism, we need to have a new understanding of the importance of human subjectivity in eco-
logical aesthetics, and pay attention to the different “spatio—temporal” contexts of Chinese and western aes-
thetics in the transfer of theories. Only in this way can we avoid “forced interpretation” in the specific practice
of eco-criticism, which is also the outlet for the future of ecological aesthetics.

Key words: ecological aesthetics; eco-criticism; subject and object; subjectivity; Chinese aesthetics
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