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Zong Baihua’s Theory of Artistic Conception and the Ideal
of Aesthetic Education of “Artistic Life”

ZHOU Yixi

School of Literature and Journalism, Hunan First Normal University, Changsha 410205, China

Abstract ; Before 1932, Zong Baihua proposed the concept of “artistic life” , maintaining that art educa-
tion could contribute to realizing the ideal of both sound personality and good society. However, after 1932,
there was a gradual decline in his essays discussing outlook on life, which were replaced by the works of more
specialized studies in philosophy, aesthetics, and art. This shift intertwined Zong’s aesthetic education frame-
work with ontological inquiries, ultimately revealing his distinctive metaphysical stance.The theory of artistic
conception became the most expressive framework for Zong’s metaphysical resolution. The interplay of void and
substance, time and space, and Dao-art within the structure of artistic conception reflects the symbolic-numer-
ological dimension and ritual-musical mission of Chinese philosophy, ultimately unifying the “aestheticization
of life” and the “vitality of art” into one cohesive vision. Zong Baihua’s theory of artistic conception is not
merely a conceptual elaboration at the artistic level, but rather a spiritual exploration of the life and mind,
standing at the intersection of heaven-earth, humanity, and art. It elevates the theory of “artistic life” beyond
the instrumental mindset of early aesthetic education, symbolizing both an integrated construction of artistic
conception and aesthetic education, as well as an ontological interpretation of the ideal of aesthetic education.

Key words: Zong Baihua; artistic conception; aesthetic education; artistic life
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