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North Korea’s Diplomatic Inclination Between China and the Soviet Union
in the 1960s: Based on the Discussion of “Threat Balance Theory”

ZHOU Dongchen, ZHAO Wenbin

(School of History and Culture, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273100, China )

Abstract: In 1961, North Korea signed Soviei-North Korea Treaty of Friendship, Alliance, and Mutual
Assistance and China-North Korea Treaty of Friendship, Alliance, and Mutual Assistance respectively, and the
triangle “alliance” relations constructed Kim Il-sung’s policy of equidistant diplomacy between China and the
Soviet Union. However, at the beginning of the 1960s, the Sino-Soviet relations gradually moved towards divi-
sion, and North Korea, interspersed between the two great powers, China and the Soviet Union, had to change
the policy of equidistant diplomacy, being inclined to one of them more or less. According to Walter’s “Bal-
ance of Threat” theory, we can see that North Korea’s diplomatic inclination is mainly affected by the threat of
check and balance, ideology, and economic aid. Ideology plays an important role, China’s and the Soviet
Union’s economic assistance to North Korea is an important consideration index, and North Korea has to find
the balance facing the direct threat from the alliance of the United States, Japan, and South Korea.

Key words: China-North Korea relations ; Sino-Soviet relations ; Kim Il-sung; threat balance theory
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